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Agenda 

 
10:30am – 11:45am  Networking Brunch 
 
11:15am – 11:35am  Roundtable Discussion 

Hot Topics for County Attorneys 
 
11:45am – 12:00pm  Registration 
 
12:00pm – 12:05pm  Welcoming Remarks 
    Ellen Leary Coccoma, CAASNY President 
    Otsego County Attorney’s Office 
 
12:05pm – 12:55pm  The Nature Conservancy and Working Woodlands: 
    A Climate Solution and A Revenue Opportunity for  

County Forests 
    Shauna McMillen DeSantis, Esq. 
    The Nature Conservancy, New York 
 
    Troy Weldy, Director of Lands 
    The Nature Conservancy, New York 
    (1 Hour Professional Practice) 
 
12:55pm – 1:05pm  Break 
 
1:05pm – 1:55pm  Conflict of Interests and Ethics – GML Article 18 and  

Case Law 

    Mark R. Stevens Esq. 
Office of the State Comptroller 

    (1 Hour Ethics) 
 
1:55pm – 2:05pm   Break 
 
2:05pm – 2:55pm  Measles and Other Public Health Crises –  

Lessons Learned 
    Thomas Humbach, Esq. 

Rockland County Attorney 
 

    Sheryl Neufeld, Esq. 
    Chief, Administrative Law and Regulatory Litigation Division 

NYC Law Department       
(1 Hour Professional Practice) 

 
2:55pm – 3:05pm   Break 
 
3:05pm – 3:55pm   Legislative Update 
    Stephen J. Acquario, Esq., Executive Director  
    New York State Association of Counties     
 

Patrick R. Cummings, Esq., Counsel 
    New York State Association of Counties 
    (1 Hour Professional Practice) 
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 
STEPHEN J. ACQUARIO, ESQ., is Executive Director and General Counsel of the New 
York State Association of Counties (NYSAC).  In this capacity, Mr. Acquario presents a 
single voice for the county governments of New York State.  He is responsible for the 
overall direction of the association, and oversees the association’s agendas to ensure a 
cohesive and coherent legal and legislative strategy on behalf of New York’s 62 county 
governments.  Mr. Acquario graduated magna cum laude from Albany Law School of 
Union University.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in Industrial and Labor Relations from 
the State University of New York College at Potsdam.  In addition, he earned a graduate 
certificate in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell University.  
 
PATRICK R. CUMMINGS, ESQ., is Counsel for the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC).  In this capacity he works with the New York State legislature 
regarding pending legislation in order to help county government run more efficiently.  
Mr. Cummings also provides support, when requested, to county attorneys regarding 
laws, policies, and cases that impact counties.  Prior to joining NYSAC in 2011, he was 
an Assistant County Attorney for Schenectady County. 
 
SHAUNA DE SANTIS, ESQ., is a Senior Attorney with The Nature Conservancy having 
worked for the Conservancy since 2000.  Ms. De Santis works primarily for the New 
York Division but also supports the Conservancy’s Global Marketing team and its 
Corporate Engagement team.  She is responsible for advising the New York Division on 
a wide variety of legal matters, including corporate governance, ethics and compliance, 
conservation land transactions and stewardship, government grants, contracts, policy 
and lobbying, HR, philanthropy, and marketing.  Ms. De Santis was lead attorney for the 
Conservancy’s acquisition of the Heart of the Adirondacks (161,000 acres of forest 
lands previously owned by the Finch Pruyn paper mill in Glens Falls, NY) and the 
Conservancy’s first conservation land acquisition in Argentina, Estancia Fortin 
Chacabuco.  She supports the work of all of the Priority Conservation teams in New 
York (Science, Lands, Water, Stewardship, Policy, Climate Adaptation/Mitigation, 
Oceans and Fisheries, and Cities).  Ms. De Santis is a native of Tucson, AZ, and a 
graduate of University of Colorado and Albany Law School.   
 
THOMAS E. HUMBACH, ESQ., has been the County Attorney for the County of 
Rockland since his appointment in 2014.  He is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State 
University and the Pace University School of Law.  Prior to taking office as County 
Attorney, Mr. Humbach was in private practice.  From 1994 to 2013 he litigated and 
tried cases in State and Federal courts throughout New York City, the Hudson Valley, 
the Capital District, and Long Island.  Mr. Humbach was nominated as a candidate for 
New York State Attorney General in 2018.   



His greatest reward in his position is serving the taxpayers and residents of Rockland 
County by ensuring that government is conducted in a fair and just manner, and in 
accordance with the laws and rules it has set for itself. 
 

SHERYL NEUFELD, ESQ., is the Chief of the Administrative Law and Regulatory 
Litigation Division at the New York City Law Department.  Ms. Neufeld began her career 
at the Law Department upon her graduation from Boston University School of Law in 
1999, and has served in the role of Division Chief for the last five years.  The 
Administrative Law and Regulatory Litigation Division handles court proceedings 
brought by and against numerous City agencies that are responsible for administering 
and enforcing numerous laws and regulations to enhance the quality of life for its 
citizens and visitors, including laws relating to protecting public health. 
 

MARK R. STEVENS, ESQ., is an Associate Attorney with the Office of the New York 
State Comptroller, Division of Legal Services.  Mr. Stevens works in the Municipal Law 
and Finance Unit, which is responsible for, among other functions, providing legal 
counsel to the Comptroller’s Division of Local Government and School District 
Accountability (LGSA) and technical assistance to certain municipal officials of the State 
on a variety of issues relating to municipal finances.  He has given many presentations 
to groups of local government officials on the legal requirements of competitive bidding 
and on conflicts of interest under Article 18 of the General Municipal Law.  Mr. Stevens 
has also helped author the memorandum entitled “New ‘Piggybacking’ Law – 
Exceptions to Competitive Bidding” and the research paper “Conflicts of Interest:  
Municipal Officers and Employees, The Fundamentals of Article 18 of the General 
Municipal Law.”  Prior to joining the Municipal Law and Finance Unit, he worked in the 
Ethics Unit of the Division of Legal Services.  While working in that Unit, he was 
responsible for rendering advisory legal opinions and guidance to employees of the 
Office of the State Comptroller, regarding ethics laws, rules, and regulations deriving 
from the Public Officers Law, the Executive Law, and other relevant sources.  Mr. 
Stevens earned a BA from the State University College at Geneseo, an MA from the 
State University at Albany, and a JD from Syracuse University. 
 
TROY WELDY is the Director of Lands for The Nature Conservancy in New York, 
guiding a team of trusted conservation staff to implement strategies around Natural 
Climate Solutions, Climate-Adapted Forests, and Conserving a Resilient and Connected 
Landscape.  He has the lead role of linking eligible landowners to existing carbon 
markets as a means to achieve shared conservation goals identified by the landowner 
and Conservancy.  Mr. Weldy has authored more than 75 articles, book chapters, and 
other publications including the New York Flora Atlas.  His previous roles include North 
American Director of Forest Health for The Nature Conservancy, Director of US 
Network Operations for NatureServe, and Research Associate for both the New York 
State Museum and Vassar College.  In his free time, Mr. Weldy is a football official 
working at both the collegiate and high school levels. 
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